PREFACE TO THE FRENCH EDITION

The Paris audience, which so faithfully followed his
course of lectures at the Sorbonne, will not forget the
Canadian lecturer whose clear and elegant speech,
always spirited, filled with humour and sometimes with
poetry, held his listeners under a spell in the spring of
1948. A Canadian was talking about Canada. Com-
pletely immersed in his subject and animated by a
profound affection for his country, he spoke from a
warm heart and a clear mind. How could the French
have done other than listen to him?

The reader will find in this book what Mr. Jean
Bruchesi said of his country, and perhaps the finest
tribute that one can pay to the book is to say that this
excellent portrait of Canada, painted for a French
audience, is exactly what it would have been if its
author had exhibited it first to Canadians.

For such is the virtue of history when it is what it
ought to be. History is neither attack nor special
pleading, but a just and reasoned viewing of events;
it knows how to choose the significant facts and to place
them in a perspective which shows their exact value.
Considered thus, objectivity is not indifference; rather
it exercises a purifying influence. When an historian
possesses this gift of understanding to the extent that
he can make others understand, bitterness is assuaged
and rancour allayed. One comes to understand why
events have followed the course that men have imposed
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